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Title 
Definition of “New Hot Spots” of nutrient input into the Baltic and subsequent targeted measures to 
reduce the source. 

Submitted by: 
Coalition Clean Baltic (Observer) 

Description of measure 
Using existing monitoring and reporting schemes (e.g. PLC), this measure aims at finding current Hot 
Spots of nitrogen and phosphorous input into the Baltic Sea. Building up on the measure of the last BSAP 
where Hot Spots of intensive rearing of cattle, poultry and pigs that were not fulfilling the requirements 
in the revised Annex III of the Convention were identified, this new measure would identify any current 
source, thus making it possible to tackle the sources of high nutrient input. Especially for phosphorous as 
an ending resource an efficient strategy for recycling instead of net loss into the Baltic has to be 
developed. 

Activity:  
Waste waters (urban, industrial, and industrial animal farms)  
Aquaculture – marine, including infrastructure  
Aquaculture – land 
Agriculture 

Pressure: 
Input of organic matter — diffuse sources and point sources 
Input of nitrogen 
Input of phosphorous 

State: 
Nutrients 

Extent of impact: 
The measure would be put in place for the whole basin of the Baltic Sea. 

Effectiveness of measure 
By identifying Hot Spots and consequently using the results to specifically reducing those identified 
sources, such as industrial animal farming, phophosgypsum waste sites or lacking wastewater treatment, 
the reduction of the overall nutrient input into the Baltic would be greatly reduced. Especially for 
phosphorous as an ending resource an efficient strategy for recycling instead of net loss into the Baltic 
has to be developed. 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 

Feasibility: 
The „list of hot spots“ is an established mechanism in HELCOM that has proven efficient in the past. 
Based on the latest Pollution Load Compilation data it should be already possible to identify hotspots 
with high inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus. Criteria for defining such hotpots need to be further 
developed. Lastly, there are financing mechanisms already in place (e.g. EUSBSR, Nordic Council) or are 
under development (fund for the implementation of the new BSAP). These could be used to finance the 
remediation of the identified hotspots.  

Follow-up of measure: 
There is already an established follow-up system and reporting mechanism for the deletion of hot spots. 

Background material: 
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